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In 1992, Pastor Lon Solomon's career was on a speedy ascent. He was the senior pastor at

McLean Bible Church, an influential and rapidly growing church in the suburbs of the nation's

capital. In his weekly sermons he was funny, engaging, and self-effacing. He was successful,

comfortable, respected by his peers and reaching Washington's elite decision makers. His life could

not have been better. That's precisely when his world began to crumble. He didn't see it at the time,

but today Pastor Solomon knows that God was sending the blessing of brokenness to him. It came

in the form of a beautiful daughter who for years would suffer through thousands of seizures and

become severely impaired, physically and mentally. He and his family were thrust into days of

emotional darkness. Pastor Solomon began to question his faith and feared he would fail his

congregation. In this touching and important book, he tells how God shattered him for the sole

purpose of helping him reach his full potential as a servant of Christ. Today, his church is having a

major impact on Washington, D.C., with more than 10,000 worshipers attending services each

weekend. Read this book and you'll never be the same.
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Have you gone through trying times, and wondered what God's plan is or was? Are you going

through them now?I have. There was a time about 9 years ago that I wondered what in the world

God was trying to teach me. How in the heck could I possibly be in this mess? I don't *feel* like I'm

such a bad person that God would punish me like this, so what the heck is God doing?Brokenness:

How God Redeems Pain and Suffering by Lon Solomon answer these questions. My favorite

analogy is the electric wire - if the wire has too much resistance, electricity won't flow through it.



Likewise, a proud human spirit has a lot of resistance, and God cannot use such a person. Once the

person is broken in spirit and recognizes that everything belongs to God and that God is supreme,

then God can use him.Looking through biblical characters for examples of this, Job immediately

comes to mind. But the author also spends quite a bit of time on Moses, comparing his earlier life in

the service of Pharaoh with his later life as God's servant. Other characters such as Peter when he

denied Jesus are also discussed. But the most powerful example is Lon Solomon himself. He

describes that as a pastor of a growing church how his life was turned upside down with the birth of

his daughter. After hundreds of seizures that left her severely handicapped, Lon was at a loss as to

God's plan. It derailed all of his retirement plans with his wife, put a severe strain on his marriage,

and took all of his time caring for his daughter.But then the author realizes God's plan - and shows

how God's plan in Lon's life and his daughter's life have left them both blessed and broken - and

doubly blessed *because* he is broken.
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